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Gm_err] part of India is triangular in shape. To the west of the Western Ghats
and the East ofthe Eastern Ghats lie the Coastal Plaing”g The widest part is at the

top starting from Gujarat and it tapers southwards.

& _..f_,.,&};"»g e SRR e e ol S 8 | The Southern tip of the
| (\;VAESSTT:?Q},W b g mainland is
B o T D Kanniyakumari.
LN o Southern India is
br e ) ) i surrounded by water-
’ARABIAN%& [ bodies on three sides.
| SEAZ% A oa%\/* Bk Ay The Arabian Sea in the
| X\ - west, the BEREE
f ‘% 2\ e B e N G A L Bengal in the east and
| z* _+ | theIndian Ocean in
| ° §¢ | the south. Thus it is
g s called a Peninsula.
k IR %%9 [India has a long B
| Ny = ane 5‘-’% coastline (Indian
R e %%“.,Q Mainland) which is
Wi o € E A N i) maora than AO00O0
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There are two groups of islands which are a part of our country. The Lakshadweep
group 1s located in

: : the Arabian Sea and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are
situated in the Bay of Bengal.j

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 2B Paﬁ)ﬁ

There are 572 isles in the Andaman and Nicobar rou;g R
ort Blair is the capital of Andaman and Nicobar islands. | e
All of them are not inhabited. People live in 38 of them.
This group of islands is like an arc in which the Andaman
islands are in the north, while the Nicobar islands are in
the south. The southern tip of this group is the Indira
Point. It got submerged under the sea water in 2004 e Boint
during the tsunami disaster. The Barren island India's only ki

active volcano, is situated here. This volcano last erupted in May 2005.
Lakshadweep Islands o . poodt

EThe Lakshadweep islands are close to the Malabar Coast of India. There are about

43 islands in this group. They have a flat surface. Most of the people are either
farmers or ﬁshermer?;[ Kavaratti is the capital of this Union Territory.

LIFE IN ISLANDS
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West Bengﬁl 5 Cb)(’wuﬁ

L_e;,t,BengaLhes at the Eastern Coastal Plain. The soil of the
region is very fertile. The main crops grown are rice and
jute. Kolkata is the capital city. It has many jute and
textile mills. People speak Bangla. They celebrate
Durga Puja. People love to eat fish and nce)

B Bk i 2 bdisha = (,C ) FM Durg Pua

[Tt located at the eastern coast. Pun’ and Bhubaneshwar

B:rd Sanctuary
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and pepper. Coconut trees can be seen all along the Malabar coast.

QGujaratm,,g (&) Posrct
The people of Gujarat are traders and farmers. The main crops are cotton, jowar,
bajra, wheat and sugarcane. Dairy farming is popular
in and around Anand. Petroleum and natural gas have
been found in Ankleshwaﬂ

The port at Kandla is used to export and import goods. |
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‘Goa hes towards the south of Maharashtra. Its |
beautiful beaches are the big tourist attraction
centres. Panaji is the capital of Goa. Majority of |
people are farmers and fishermen. The main crops |
grown here are rice, coconut, cashew nut and
mangoes. [Goa has rich iron ore deposits. St. Xavier's
Church, Mahalakshmi Temple and Fort Aguada are the places for tourist interest.

SL Xavier s Churcn

It lies in the extreme south of the Malabar Coast.
The capital city is Thiruvananthapuram. The majo

crops grown here are rice, coconut, rubber, cocoa
coffee and spices:]

Kerala is the most R o
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